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The special Friday night service which introduces the N2W
is called . The word means "receive." It also
means "accept.” As we chant , we welcome NV into

our community. We also accept and agree that, for us, N has

officially begun.

begins with six psalms, each one representing a
day of the week. Six days, six psalms. These psalms praise God's
majesty. A seventh psalm, Psalm 92 - the Psalm for n:gtp -

concludes this part of the service, and leads us into Ma'ariv.

The heart of , though, is the song *717 ﬂ;b In
"7 ﬂ;?, we joyously welcome n;tp With words from the Talmud
- ﬂz;?_D ani?_b "7 ﬂ;z?— we greet n:ﬂ] as a groom greets a bride.
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717 7122 was composed in the 1500's by Rabbi Shlomo
Halevy Alkabetz. Shlomo Halevy lived in Safed, a hilly and ancient
town about 40 miles north of Jerusalem. On Friday afternoons, he
and his students would go out into the nearby fields. At the first

hint of sunset, they would greet the ﬂﬂTl_U with this line from the
Talmud. This line became the refrain of *717 ﬂ;‘? The song has

nine stanzas. [ he first, second, and ninth stanzas (below) are about

NAW. The other six (page 8) speak of Jerusalem and redemption.
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Key Phrase

117221 DAY 218 192 NRIPY 1T oY

Let's go, my friend, to greet the bride.

The presence of Shabbat, let us welcome.

Key Words
"'RI2  enter
197  my friend
A%5 9D (the) bride ‘
.‘[;5 let's go
ﬂN'ji?_b to greet
117971 let us welcome, let us receive
’JD the presence of
- receive, accept (root)
I'DTI_U nb;ll? Service welcoming Shabbat



The last word in the refrain of this song, ﬂ'?:i?l, is built out of
the root for receive/accept - z7:!]7 This root also helps form the

name of our introductory Friday night service - n:THZJ n?;i?

z7:!]7, receive and accept the key words on the previous page by
studying them with a partner. Then translate into English, below.
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When we recite the last stanza of 717 ﬂ;z?, beginning with the
words D'IZNTU: X132, enter in peace, we stand and face the door. It is
as if we are turning to greet the arriving N2,

Reading Game: Get a stopwatch. Call out a student's name and
the first sound of a line from the prayer (letter plus vowel). How long

does it take that person to find and complete the word? (Example:
Leader - "Sarah, in line 1 - ?". Sarah - "112"). (Try it also on page 8.)
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Like other poets of his time, Rabbi Shlomo Halevy Alkabetz
signed his name to his song by making it an acrostic. The first letter
of the first eight stanzas spell out his name -- Shlomo Halevy. Can
you find this name in the first two stanzas on page 6, and in the rest
of the prayer on page 8?

Another way to play with letters is a crossword puzzle. Use the
English clues and the choices at the bottom of the page to complete
the crossword by filling in the squares with Hebrew letters. You do

not need to include vowels.
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ACROSS
2. name of song
4 3 5. the presence of
7 5 5 8. a word that begins
g with the 1st letter
9 1
DOWN of the author's name
1. my friend 10. a word that begins
gl 10 )
3. let us receive 11 with the 2nd letter
4. with this word, we 12 of the author's name
rise and face door 12. let's go
0. to greet
7. Fri. eve to Sat. eve

9. accept, receive (root)
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Reading Drill

The fourth through eighth stanzas of 7777 ﬂ;b speak of

Jerusalem and of the different stages of redemption.
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